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He is the deadliest American sniper ever, called "the devil" by the enemies he hunted and "the

legend" by his Navy SEAL brothers. From 1999 to 2009, U.S. Navy SEAL Chris Kyle recorded the

most career sniper kills in United States military history. The Pentagon has officially confirmed more

than 150 of Kyles kills (the previous American record was 109), but it has declined to verify the

astonishing total number for this book. Iraqi insurgents feared Kyle so much they named him

al-Shaitan ("the devil") and placed a bounty on his head. Kyle earned legendary status among his

fellow SEALs, Marines, and U.S. Army soldiers, whom he protected with deadly accuracy from

rooftops and stealth positions. Gripping and unforgettable, Kyle's masterful account of his

extraordinary battlefield experiences ranks as one of the great war memoirs of all time. A native

Texan who learned to shoot on childhood hunting trips with his father, Kyle was a champion

saddle-bronc rider prior to joining the Navy. After 9/11, he was thrust onto the front lines of the War

on Terror, and soon found his calling as a world-class sniper who performed best under fire. He

recorded a personal-record 2,100-yard kill shot outside Baghdad; in Fallujah, Kyle braved heavy fire

to rescue a group of Marines trapped on a street; in Ramadi, he stared down insurgents with his

pistol in close combat. Kyle talks honestly about the pain of war - of twice being shot and

experiencing the tragic deaths of two close friends. American Sniper also honors Kyle's fellow

warriors, who raised hell on and off the battlefield. And in moving first-person accounts throughout,

Kyle's wife, Taya, speaks openly about the strains of war on their marriage and children, as well as

on Chris. Adrenaline-charged and deeply personal, American Sniper is a thrilling eyewitness

account of war that only one man could tell.
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When I first posted this review, there were roughly 3000 other reviews and many 1 and 2 star

reviews. Most of the low rated reviews were from folks posting negative comments that had not

even read the book. They were obviously against the war, didn't like the military, etc. Some of these

comments are offensive, at least too me they were. I made a point to bring this to the attention of

potential buyers of Chris's book so they wouldn't let the low ratings affect their decision to read,

what I think is a very good story. I think this is important to point out and that's why I am including it

here. The point here is to be helpful to others. So, with that said, I'd like to update this review a little

bit now that over 5000 folks have had the opportunity to read it and leave their reviews, which seem

to be a little more objective. I still disagree with others that claim this book is "poorly written". I think

Chris, with help of course, did a pretty darn good job describing his experiences. This book was

written by a Navy SEAL. Not Tom Clancy. This book is written in what I would call a sort of

"conversational style". In other words, he writes like he talks. He is telling you a story or collection of

them. I found his honesty refreshing. He makes no bones about the fact that he loves his job. He

wasnt the best father or husband at times. He doesnt like politics, etc. I liked his sense of humor (I

caught myself laughing out loud at times). I especially liked his discussion on his gear and weapons.

It's interesting to read about what sort of equipment someone needs to survive in that kind of

environment. He put things in his book that he was constantly asked about. Thats why they are

there. The book also has some decent maps and photographs. This is not a book for everyone. One

reviewer said the book was too "technical" and he couldnt follow it. Another said it was written by

someone in "grade school". You can see by those two comments how differently this book will be

viewed. This is a story of a man that goes to war, as he was trained to do. He had to make life and

death decisions almost everyday. It's easy to sit in a nice comfortable home, and second guess him

but the bottom line is that I am quite sure the men that served next to him were glad he was there.

So all I can say is if you are interested in the life of a Navy SEAL, grab it. If not, why would you

condsider it in the first place? Chris Kyle, rest in peace and God bless the men and woman who

serve, and have served, this country.

I had intended to read this book and see the film but was immediately moved to do so after listening

to an interview with the screenwriter on The Rich Roll podcast. The intro to the book states that it



was submitted for review to the military prior to publication in accordance with their standards and

that there was quite a bit that they didn't like. What that tells you is that this is a pretty raw account

of serving as a dedicated Navy SEAL sniper. It is not an overly romanticized tale of a hero or a

legend as Chris Kyle has come to be known. He definitely expresses his 100% dedication to his

SEAL profession and in that regard is probably a Navy recruiters dream poster boy but he also

shares the toll that a decade of commitment took on him physically, emotionally and in regards to

his family. He really seems to have put it all out on the table. A great addition to the book are brief

submissions from his wife on how this life was affecting their relationship and children. Without her

contribution it would have been easy to view this story with a neat and clean arc of enthusiasm and

excitement to action to a slightly rough but ultimately successful re-entry to civilian life. Instead we

get a real sense of the fact that coming home entails much more than merely adjusting to indoor

plumbing and quiet nights. This is a very complete view into the challenges this type of commitment

ultimately entails for the individuals as well as their families.It is heart breaking to discover what

ultimately claimed him after all that he and his family went thru. We can only hope that his story

serves to shine a bright light on the issues surrounding combat veterans and that we are all much

more conscious of the many sacrifices of the brave that serve us. I highly recommend his wife's

book, American Wife, to get the full picture.RIP Chris Kyle and Chad Littlefield

As I write this review, Kyle's story has made cinemagraphic history. According to some movie

reviewers, it is the most popular war film ever produced. Having seen the movie and read the book,

I concur that the movie accurately portrays the man and his mission. Possibly had Kyle lived to see

how his story worked out (his life was taken by a possibly-deranged former soldier even as he was

trying to help him overcome his mental problems), he would have just shrugged and said something

like "That's how it goes." The autobiography reveals an unassuming Texan who grew up with good

but simple values, was a rodeo rider for a time, and came from a family of hunters and

outdoorsmen. His style of writing (with the assistance of a ghost writer) reminds me of Gary

Cooper's portrayal in film of Sgt. York in World War I. Both were crack shots and both saw the killing

of other men as necessary to saving the lives of America's soldiers. Kyle describes his training in

the SEALs, and declares he was never the best shot in the outfit. Indeed, he makes clear all the

things that go into the making of a good sniper, much of it having to do with a knowledge of

maneuver, patience, and what might be called "the buddy system." His language will seem raw to

some, but life among foot-soldiers is harsh, hardening, and even requires a peculiar sense of

humor. As for Kyle's devotion to his wife and family, it is stated simply and believably. That he



should die trying to save another soldier fits in with his values and beliefs. He is to the twenty-first

century what Sgt. York was to the twentieth.
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